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FAVERSHAM  BCROUG-H  COUNCIL 


Municipal  Offices, 
Faversham, 

Kent. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

The  health  of  the  district  continues  in  its  satisfactory 
state,  as  will  be  seen  from  Tables  of  statistics  in  the  report. 

Infectious  disease  presented  no  special  problems.  Measles  is 
the  main  infectious  disease  reported  and  continues  to  show  a 
variation  in  numbers  from  year  to  year,  as  can  be  expected.  More 
children  are  being  immunised  against  this  disease,  and  it  can  be 
expected  that  the  numbers  will  lessen  in  years  to  come. 

No  serious  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  occurred.  Prepacking  of 
foodstuffs  helps  to  reduce  contamination  by  dust  and  flies,  but  there 
is  still  room  for  considerable  improvement  in  retail  shops  for 
protecting  uncovered  food  exposed  for  sale.  In  warm  weather  bacteria 
multiply  rapidly  in  certain  foods,  after  being  contaminated  by  flies. 
Many  shops  keep  such  foodstuffs  in  cooled  covered  containers,  but 
unfortunately  many  do  not. 

One  of  the  penalties  of  progress  in  industrial  development  is 
an  increase  in  the  amount  of  noise  which  the  community  has  to  face. 
Growing  public  concern  resulted  in  the  passing  of  the  Noise  Abatement 
Act  in  I960.  Various  Committees  have  also  studied  the  problem  of 
noise  in  relation  to  Aircraft  ard  Industry.  It  is  difficult  to  assess 
the  effects  of  noise  on  the  health  of  the  individual  as  a noise  which 
is  intolerable  to  one  person  may  be  acceptable  to  another.  When  noise 
results  in  prolonged  loss  of  sleep,  their  health  can  be  affected.  If 
one  defines  health  as  a sense  of  "well-being"  mentally  and  physically 
and  not  merely  a freedom  from  disease  then  noise  detracts  from  people's 
well-being  and  in  that  sense  health  can  be  affected. 

When  complaints  are  made  by  the  Department,  the  operators  are 
usually  willing  to  co-operate  to  reduce  the  noise  as  far  as  is 
practicable,  but  it  is  very  difficult  to  eliminate  the  noise  completely. 

Domestic  noise  can  be  a nuisance  to  occupants  of  neighbouring 
houses,  3uch  as  a high  pitched  whine  from  spin  driers,  loud  radios 
and  barking  dogs.  Willing  co-operation  on  everyone's  part  can  do  a 
great  deal  to  reduce  the  problem  of  noise. 
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Environmental  Po.13nt.ion  is  receiving  considerable  attention 

today. 

Smoke  pollution  is  not  a serious  problem  in  the  district. 

Some  industries  tend. to  produce  dust  and  unpleasant  fumes;  the 
nuisances  being  largely  dependent  on  the  direction  of  the  wind  and 
careful  supervision  is  required  to  ensure  that  no  toxic  fumes  are 
released  into  the  atmosphere. 

The  demand  for  water  can  be  expected  to  increase  considerably 
in  the  future  and  it  is  essential  that  the  pollution  of  waterways  be 
kept  to  a minimum. 

The  .liver  Authorities  set  standards  far  the  effluent  discharged 
into  waterways.  Animal  and  plant  life  in  water  will  be  seriously 
affected  if  effluents  remove  oxygen  from  waterways.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  this  form  of  pollution  will  be  very  much  reduced  in  the  future 
so  that  our  rivers  become  once  again  clean  and  wholesome. 

I thank  the  Committee  for  their  interest  and  help  during  the 
year,  and  the  Staff  for  their  conscientious  work  and  loyalty  in 
maintaining  the  efficiency  of  the  Department. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

G.R.  THORPE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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SECTION  1 


STATISTICAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
OP  THE  AREA 


CLIMATOLOGY 

The  total  rainfall  during  the  year  was  20*25  inches  as  compared 
with  23*10  inches  in  1971  and  2 4*6  inches  in  1970. 

Maximum  and  minimum  temperatures,  together  with  the  rainfall 
recorded  each  month,  are  shown  in  Appendix  ''A'1  • 

AREA 

The  Borough  of  Faversham  covers  an  area  of  3,070  acres  and 
includes  the  villages  of  Davington  and  Preston* 


The  Registrar  General  estimated  the  mid-year  population  for 
1972  as  14,990  an  increase  of  160  from  the  estimated  population  for 
the  previous  year,  i*e*  14,  830* 


NUMBER  OF  INHABITED  HOUSES 


The  number  of  inhabited  houses  and  flats  at  the  end  of  1972  ?/as 
5698  as  compared  with  5627  at  the  end  of  1971*  Towards  this  increase 
27  old  people’s  flats  were  provided  by  the  Council,  and  47  houses  and 
bungalows  were  constructed  privately*  During  the  year  3 were  demolished* 
The  net  increase  in  habitable  houses  and  flats  was  therefore  71* 

RATEABLE  VALUE 

£1,557,022  compared  with  £605,184  at  31st  December,  1971. 

SUM  REPRESENTED  BY  THE  PENNY  RATE 

£14,650  for  the  financial  year  1972/3 
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SECTION  II 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


LIVE  BIRTHS  Males  Females  Total.  _ 

Legitimate  126  (123)  113  (101)  239  (224) 

Illegitimate  6(  7 ) 8 ( 6)  14  (13) 


132  (130) 


121  (107)  253  (234) 


BIRTH  RATE 


The  crude  birth  rate  per  1,000  population  ..... 16*9  (l6.0) 

The  corrected  birth  rate  • • 17 »7  (17*6) 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales  14*8  (l6.0) 


STILL  BIRTHS 

Number  of  still  births  

Number  of  live  and  still  births  

Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  

Rate  for  England  and  Wa les  

INFANT  DEATHS 

Number  of  infant  deaths  (under  one  year)  

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  

Rate  f or  England  and  Wales  

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  • 

Number  of  early  neo -natal  deaths  (first  week)  

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  ... 
Perinatal  nortality  rate  (still  births  and  deaths  under 
one  week  combined,  per  1,000  total  live  and 
still  births) 


4 i 

( 4) 

254  i 

(241) 

4 l 

17 

12  1 

; i2) 

3 l 

[ 2) 

12  1 

[8.0) 

17  1 

;i8.0) 

13  1 

9.0) 

3 1 

! 1) 

12  ( 

,4*0) 

16  ( 21) 
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ILLEGITIMATE  LIVE  BIRTHS 


Number  of  illegitimate  live  births  ....  14  (13) 

This  is  G/o  of  the  total  live  births 

LIAT jRN  AL_  PEAT  IT3 

Number  of  maternal  deaths  (including  abortion)  NIL  (Nil) 

DEATHS 

Number  of  deaths  assignable  to  Faversham  222  (248) 

The  crude  death  rate  per  1,000  population  14*8  (l6*7) 

The  corrected  death  rate  9*3  (10.0) 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales  * 12.1  (11.6) 

Average  age  at  death  75«1  (70.7) 

Average  age  at  death  for  males  72*7  (76.6) 

Average  age  at  death  for  females  78.9  (77 «7) 

Oldest  death  (female) 100  (99) 

Number  of  deaths  at  Bensted  House  assignable 

to  the  Borough  76  (113) 
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The  following  tables  show  the  age  groups  in  which  deaths  occurred: 


SEX 

Under 

1 

1+ 

5+ 

15+ 

23+ 

33+ 

45+ 

55+ 

65+ 

Over 

75 

Total 

MALE 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

2 

2 

13 

33 

51 

104 

female 

2 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

3 

7 

25 

80 

118 

Table  II  shows  the  number  of  deaths,  births  and  infant  mortality 
rates  since  1963  and  Table  III  the  causes  of  death  during  1972 
classified  by  the  Registrar  General  under  36  heading  of  the  abbreviated 
list  of  International  Classification  of  Diseases,  Injuries  and  Causes 
of  Death. 


TABLE  II 


BIRTHS 

DEATHS 

INFANT  MORTALITY 

Year 

Illegit imate 

Total 

Crude 

No. 

Crude 

Total 

Infant 

births 

live 

birth 

of 

death 

infant 

Mortality 

births 

rate 

deaths 

rate 

deaths 

rate 

1963 

11 

253 

18.9 

239 

17.91 

6 

23.7 

1964 

17 

226 

16.7 

188 

10.2 

4 

17.7 

1965 

10 

239 

17.6 

210 

15.5 

4 

16.7 

1966 

15 

262 

18.7 

195 

13.9 

3 

11.4 

1967 

13 

230 

16.1 

213 

14.9 

2 

8.7 

1968 

23 

261 

18.2 

228 

15.9 

2 

7.6 

1969 

19 

256 

17.5 

228 

15.6 

5 

20.0 

1970 

18 

254 

17.3 

235 

16.0 

4 

16.0 

1971 

13 

237 

16.0 

248 

16.7 

2 

8.0 

1972 

14 

253 

16.9 

222 

14.8 

3 

12.0 
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TABLE  III 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

p* 

6 • 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 
11. 
12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
2A. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


MALES  FEMALES  TOTAL 


Malignant  Neoplasm,  buccal  cavity 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  stomach 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  intenstine 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Eronchus 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Prostrate 
Leukaemia 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms 

Diabetes  Mellitus 

Other  diseases  of  blood  etc. 

Other  diseases  of  nervous  system 
Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease 
Hypertensive  Disease 
Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 
Other  forms  of  Heart  Disease 
Cerebrovascular  Disease 
Other  diseases  of  Circulatory  System 
Pneumonia 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 
Peptic  Ulcer 

Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

Other  diseases  of  Digestive  System 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

Other  diseases  of  Genito-Ur inary  System 

Diseases  of  Musculo-Skeletal  System 

Congenital  Anomalies 

Birth  injury,  difficult  labour  etc. 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

All  other  accidents 


- c 

1 1 * 

( ")  1 ( -) 

1 C 3 

> 4 1 

1 

) 5(4 

1 ( “ 

> 1 1 

6 

> 2(6 

8 ( 8 

i 2 1 

( -)  10  ( c) 

1 2 1 

; 0 2 ( 4) 

3 ( 2] 

> - 1 

I -)  3(2) 

1 

> 1 1 

; -)  2(2) 

4 ( 5: 

) 9 1 

: 9; 

1 13  (14) 

i ( 

i 2 1 

( 2; 

> 3(2) 

1 - - 1 

: 3; 

> 1(3) 

2 1 

i - 1 

: i! 

l 2(l) 

> 1 < 

; 3; 

' 1(3) 

2 ( 2^ 

> 2 1 

4 4/ 

1 4(6; 

27  (27] 

1 25 1 

:i8) 

1 52  (45) 

14  (10; 

1 8 ( 

:i5) 

1 22  (25) 

17  (27; 

1 34  ( 

:26; 

1 51  (53) 

8 ( 5) 

» 7 ( 

; 7) 

1 15  (12) 

2 ( 5: 

1 6 ( 

!n) 

1 8 (16 ) 

4 (15 ; 

1 1 < 

: 2) 

1 5 (17$ 

1 ( 1) 

1 3 ( 

: -) 

1 4(1) 

- ( 1) 

1 1 ( 

' _ \ 

1 l(l) 

1 ( 1; 

i - ( 

\ ij 

1 1(2) 

1 ( -) 

1 - ( 

! -) 

> 1 ( -) 

1 ( -) 

1 - ( 

: 1) 

1 1(1) 

1 ( 1) 

t 2 ( 

; 3) 

' 3 ( 4) 

1 ( K 

) 1 1 

f \ 

l 2(1) 

- ( - 

I 2 < 

1)  2(1) 

1 ( -)  1 i 

' _ > 

1 2 ( -) 

1 2 

> - < 

l 1(3 

- ( -i 

1 2 < 

( 3) 

1 2(3) 

TOTALS 


104  (H9)  (129)  222  (248) 
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Particulars  in  regard  to  infant  deaths  occurring  during  the 
year  are  as  follows: - 


TAELS  IV 


CAUSE  OP  DEATH 

SEX 

AGE 

PLACE  OP  DEATH 

Multiple  congenital 
abnormalities 

P 

20  minutes  : 

Hospital 

Prematurity 

M 

21  hours 

tt 

Prematurity 

P 

1 day 

!T 
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SECTION  III 


INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 


NOTIFICATION 

The  number  of  infectious  disease  cases  notified  during  1972 
was  6,  being  242  less  than  in  the  previous  year,  i.e.  248  cases 
in  1971. 

GENERAL 

The  age  distribution  of  cases  occurring  is  shown  in  Table  V 
and  total  number  of  infectious  diseases  occurring  and  the  number 
admitted  to  hospital  and  total  deaths  from  diseases  are  shown  in 
Table  VI. 


TABLE  V 


Disease 

-1 

-5 

-15 

-20 

-30 

-40 

-50 

-60 

Over 

60 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

- 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

Measles 

- 

Meningitis 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

’/.'hooping  Cough 

Encephalitis 

Food  Poison ing 

- 

Tuberculosis: 

Pulmonary 

Non  Pulmonary 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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TABLE  VI 


Disease 

No. 

1972 

of  Cases 

1971 

Admission  to 
Hospital 
or  Sanitorium 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

4 

6 

— 

— 

Measles 

- 

234 

- 

- 

Meningitis 

2 

3 

2 

- 

Hepat it is 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Dysentery 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Whooping  Cough 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Encephalitis 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Food  Poisoning 

- 

2 

- 

- 

Tuberculosis: 

Pulmonary 

. 

1 

. 

Non  Pulmonary 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

6 

248 



2 

- 

Table  VII  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified 
each  year  during  the  past  ten  years,  other  than  Tuberculosis, 


table  vii 


Disease 

*63 

' 64 

'63 

* 66 

'67 

* 68 

' 69 

’70 

'71 

*72 

Scarlet  Fever 

3 

3 

2 

4 

4 

1 

11 

4 

6 

4 

Whooping  Cough 

3 

36 

- 

15 

1 

12 

- 

7 

1 

- 

Measles 

118 

81 

576 

140 

115 

3 

6 

10 

234 

- 

Meningitis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

3 

2 

Hepatitis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

1 

- 

- 

Dysentery 

3 

11 

2 

- 

1 

- 

4 

1 

- 

- 

Encephalit is 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Food  Poisoning 

- 

1 

- 

5 

_ 

3 

2 

2 

- 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


TABID)  VIII 


Year 

No.  of  Primary 
not  if  ications 
received 

Pul.  Non.  Pul. 

• 

Deaths 

Pul.  Non 

.Pul. 

Death  rate  per 

10, COO  population 

Pul.  Non.  Pul. 

1962 

3 

3 

1 

1 

0.8 

0.8 

1963 

6 

2 

1 

- 

0.73 

- 

1964 

4 

1 

1 

- 

0.74 

■ - 

1965 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1966 

4 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1967 

4 

3 

1 

- 

0.7 

- 

1968 

4 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1969 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

197C 

3 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1971 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1972 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTER 


The  number  of  types  rd'  oases  at  present  in  the  Borough  and 
on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  are  shown  in  Table  IX. 


Ti^ID  IX 


Pulmonary 

M P 

Non  -Pulmonar  y 

M P 

Total 

On  Tuberculosis 
Register  1,1.72. 

37 

10 

7 

3 

57 

Notified  in  Borough 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Transf.  to  Borough 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Transf.  from  Borough 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Deaths 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Recovered 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

Balance  remaining  on 
Register  at  31*12. 72. 

36 

9 

6 

2 

53 
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Chest  Clinic  , South  Road 

Number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  (whether  notified  or  not)  under 
treatment,  supervision  or  observation  at  31st  December,  1972. 


Men 

' "1 

W omen 

Children 

Total 

Number  of  cases 
(including  both  out- 
patients and  in- 
patients) 

1. 

Respiratory 

56 

23 

- 

79 

2. 

Non-r  e sjjirat  o ry 

2 

4 

- 

6 

3. 

Total 

58 

27 

- 

85 

Z|_.  Number  of  cases  Included  in  line  3 above  whose  broncho- 
pulmonary secretion  was  positive  during  the  year 

2 

Number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  (whether  notified  or  not)  new 
to  the  clinic  (but  excluding  transfers  from  other  clinics)  during 
the  year  ended  31st  December,  1972. 


Men 

women 

Children 

Total 

Respiratory  ncn-bactericlogically 
confirmed 

5 

7 

5 

- 

12 

Respiratory  bacteriologically 
confirmed 

6 

2 

- 

- 

2 

Non-r e spiratory 

7 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total  (lines  5>6,  & 7) 

8 

9 

5 

- 

14 
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Hass  Radiography  Unit 


Date 

Hale 

Female 

Total 

Regular  Visits, 
Central  Car  Park 

1972 

Essential  Users 

14 

46 

60 

G-.P.  Cases 

20 

15 

35 

Public 

243 

373 

616 

TOTALS 

277 

_j 

434 

711 

Clinic  Attendances 

I am  indebted  to  Dr.  N.F.  Crofts  for  the  following  particulars 
regarding  patients  from  the  Borough. 

(a)  Number  of  patients  from  the  Borough  of 
Faversham  who  attended  any  of  the  Chest 


Clinics  during  1972  (this  includes 

contacts  etc.)  202 

(b)  Total  number  of  attendances  during  the 

year  by  the  above  patients  338 

(c)  Number  of  patients  from  the  Borough 
who  received  treatment  at  Keycol 

Hospital.  Nil 
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IMMUNISATION  AMD  VACCINATI  ON 


The  County  Medical  Of r leer  report s that  during  the  period  the 
following  have  received  vaccination:  - 


TABLE  X 


PRIMARY 


Year  of  Birth 

Triple 

Antigen 

Dipt her ia 
Tetanus 

Tetanus 

Measle  s 

Polio 

myelitis 

Rubella 

1972 

23 

— 

_ 

28 

1971 

152 

19 

- 

109 

196 

— 

1970 

77 

3 

1 

54 

78 

— 

1969 

6 

- 

— 

10 

9 

— 

1968 

1 

— 

- 

4 

— 

— 

1967 

2 

- 

— 

9 

— 

_ 

1965-66 

- 

- 

1 

3 

— 

— 

1956-64 

- 

1 

25 

1 

- 

209 

Total 

261 

23 

27 

190 

311 

209 

TABLE  XI 


REINF 

CRCING- 

| Year  of  Birth 

Triple 

Dipt  her  ia 

Tetanus 

Polio 

Antigen 

njyelitis 

1972 

— 

- 

- 

- 

1971 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1970 

9 

3 

- 

- 

1969 

3 

- 

- 

- 

1968 

1 

12 

1 

15 

1967 

27 

107 

1 

146 

1965-66 

2 

12 

- 

17 

1956-64 

- 

- 

122 

170 

Total 

42 



134 



124 

348 
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SECTION  IV 


GENERAL  PROVISION  01'  HEALTH  SERVICES 


NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 

Local  Authority  Health  .Services  under  the  National  Health 
Service  Act  are  provided  and  administered  by  the  Kent  County  Council, 
These  services  include  the  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children,  the 
provision  of  Midwives  Health  Visiting  and  Home  Nursing,  Vaccination 
and  Immunisation  Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After  Care,  and 
Domestic  Health  Services » 


Chest  Clinics  and  the  care  of  Tuberculosis  patients  are  the 
responsibility  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  as  also  is  Mental  Welfare. 

Various  Clinics  in  connection  with  these  Services  are  held  as 

follows 


Clinics_  and  Sessions 


(a)  ';ueens  Hall  ^ Time 

Child  Welfare Tuesday  and  Friday 2 - 4p.m. 


(immunisation  and  Vaccination  are  carried  out  at  the  Child 
Welfare  Clinic  on  Tuesday  and  Friday  afternoons,  if  required) 

(b ) School  Clinic 

SolomonS  s_  Lane 


Ante-natal  Clinic  • • . .Friday  afternoon  2 

Relaxation  and 

Mothercraf  t classes  .Friday  morning  . . .10 


4 p.m. 
12  noon 


Minor  Ailment  Clinic . .Wednesday 

2nd  and  4th 
Wednesday  of  month 

Dental  Gas  Clinic....  Tuesday  

Dental Tuesday  

Thursday 


3*30  — 4*30  p.m. 

10*30  - 12  noon 

1.30  - 4 p.m. 

9.30  - 12  noon 

1.30  - 4 p«m. 
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Chest  Clinic 


South  Road  Thursday  (by  appointment) 

Cases  for  X-ray  are  referred  to  Canterbury  Chest  Clinic  as  and  when 
required* 

(d)  Domestic  Help 

Application  can  be  made  to  the  Kent  County  Welfare  Office 
at  44  East  Street,  Raver sham  - Mondays  to  Fridays* 

(e)  Psychiatric  Clinic 

This  clinic  is  held  every  Thursday  at  5 p*m*  at  13  South  Road, 
Appointments  are  made  through  St.  Augustine's  Hospital* 


School  Health 

Based  on  the  report  of  the  Principal  School  Medical  Officer  for  the 
year  1972. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  returns  for  the  above  year  for  the 
area  comprising  the  Boroughs  of  Faversham  and  Queenborough  in  Sbeppey, 
the  Urban  District  of  Sittingbourne  & Milton  Regis  and  the  Rural 
District  of  Swale* 


TABLE  XII 


Routine  School  Medical  Inspections 

No.  of  Pupils  Inspected 

(1) 

3 >250 

Physical  Condition  of  Pupils  Inspected 

Sat isfactory 

No.  °/o  of  Col.l 

(2)  (3) 

3,250  100.00 

Unsat isfact or y 

No.  % of  Col.l 

(4)  (3) 

Nil  0. 00 

In  addition  1,637  children  received  tests  of  vision 
and  hearing  only. 


- 20  - 


TABLE  XIII 


Number  of  Special  Inspections  96 

Number  of  Re-Inspections  1,006 


TABLE  XIV 


Number  found  to  require  treatment 793 


TABLE  XV 


Infestation  with  Vermin 


1.  Total  nunber  of  examinations  of  pupils  in 
schools  by  the  school  nurse  or  other 

authorised  persons 17,975 

2.  Total  number  of  individual  pupils  found 

to  be  infested 92 

3.  Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of 
whom  cleansing  notices  were  issued 

(Section  54(2),  Education  Act  1944)  2 

I 
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TABLE  XVI 


Treatme nt _ of  Pupa Is 


Group  I - Minor  Ailments  (excluding  uncleanliness) 

Number  of 
Cases  treated 


Skin  diseases Nil 

Eye  defects  <> ....... Nil 

(External  and  other,  but  excluding  errors 
of  refraction,  squint  and  cases  admitted 
to  Hospital) 

Ear  defects Nil 

Miscellaneous Nil 

(e.g.  minor  injuries,  bruises,  sores  etc)  

Nil 

- — — - . i 


Group  II  - Defective  Vision  and  Squint 

Number  of 
Cases  treated 


1.  Errors  of  refraction  (including  squint)  ..  1,118 

2.  Other  defects  or  disease  of  the  eyes 

(excluding  those  recorded  in  Group  l)....»  7 

3.  Number  of  pupils  for  whom  spectacles 

were  prescribed 329 
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TABLE  XVII 


Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment 

1.  Number  of  pupils  inspected  by  the 

Authority*  s Dental  Officers 2,284 

2.  Number  found  to  require  treatment 1,322 

3.  Number  offered  treatment 1,040 

4.  Number  actually  treated  1,584 

5.  Number  of  attendances  made  by  pupils  for 

treatment  4,211 

6.  Half  days  devoted  to: 

A.  Periodic  (School)  Inspections  6 

B.  Treatment 828 

Total  (6)  §34 

7*  Fillings 

A.  Permanent  teeth 2,158 

B.  Temporary  teeth 983 

Total  (7)  _ 3jl41 


8.  Number  of  teeth  filled 

A.  Permanent  teeth 2,063 

Ti»  Temporary  teeth 935 


Total  (8)  =i±29§_ 

9.  Extractions 

A.  Permanent  teeth 221 

B.  Temporary  teeth  628 

Total  (9)  849 

10.  Administration  of  general 

anaesthetics  for  extraction  422 

11.  Other  Operations 

Permanent  and  temporary  teeth  1,220 
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SECTION  V 


REMOVAL  OF  AGED  PERSONS 


National  Assistance  -tict , 194^ 

Section  47 

National  Assistance  (Amended)  Act,  1951 

No  aged  person  was  removed  under  the  provisions  of  the 
above  Acts  during  1972. 
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SECTION  VI 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


Staff 


There  were  no  staff  changes  during  1972. 


Water  Supply 

Mains  mter  supply  to  the  Borough  is  provided  by  the  Mid  Kent 
Water  Company.  The  Divisional  Office  is  now  at  Canterbury,  but  the 
local  office  remains  at  41  Stone  Street,  Faversbam. 

During  the  year  the  following  extensions  to  the  mains  were 
carried  out : - 


6” 

4" 

3" 

Total  Yardage 

97 

201 

1 

299 

The  following  samples  were  taken  in  the  Borough  during  the  course 
of  the  year:- 


BoLC^/  0 

Chem, 

From  consumers  taps  within 

the  area 

21 

4 

From  pumping  stations 

supplying  the  area  - Raw 

117 

15 

Treated 

56 

8 

;he  above  bacteriological  sample 

s were 

satisfactory, 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 

The  work  on  the  sewage  works  modernisation  scheme  continues 
satisfactorily  and  completion  is  anticipated  in  the  Autumn  of  1973* 
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Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 


During  1972  a further  1200  houses  were  brought  into  the  paper 
sack  system  of  refuse  collection. 

The  public  amenity  tip,  to  which  substantial  works  were 
carried  out  in  1971,  is  now  satisfactory  and  is  heavily  used, 
particularly  at  the  wsekends. 


Public  Conveniences 

The  public  conveniences  in  the  Borough  are  supervised  and 
maintained  by  the  Borough  Surveyors  Department.  The  main 
accommodation  on  the  Central  Car. Park  has  a full-time  female 
attendant . 


Public  Swimming  Bath 

During  the  1972  season  48,704  people  paid  for  admission  to  the 
pool  as  compared  with  52,414  in  1971*  459  season  tickets  (including 

weekly)  were  issued  as  compared  with  406  in  1971»  8,902  spectators 

paid  for  admission  - 8,869  in  1971* 

The  pool  was  also  used  regularly  by  a play  group  consisting 
of  49  children . 


Mortuary  Accommodation 

Mortuary  facilities  are  provided  at  the  Faversham  Cottage 
Hospital. 
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SECTION  VII 


POOD  PREMISES 

TABLE  XVIII 

Premises  Number 

Butchers 11 

G-rocers . 9 

Fishmongers  4 

Pish  Fryers 5 

Bakers  and  Confectioners 7 

Greengrocers  6 

Cafe  and  Teashops  5 

Hotels  and  Restaurants 5 

General  Shops 27 

Premises  where  ice  cream  is  sold 37 

Preserved  Poods 19 

Supermarkets  5 


140 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 


The  following  details  of  samples  taken  in  the  District  under  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  are  supplied  by  courtesy  of  the  Chief 
Inspector,  Weights  and  Measures  Department,  Kent  County  Council* 


ARTICLES 


Unsatis- 

factory 


Milk  10 

Tinned  meats,  meat,  fish,  fish  and  meat  pastes ••  1 

Sugar,  sugar  confectionery,  flour  confectionery, 

chocolate  products,  cereals 7 

Jams,  preserves,  honey,  jellies  * 2 

Pickles,  sauces,  vinegar,  condiments  * 3 

Drugs,  medicines  3 

Beer,  wines , spirits  8 

Miscellaneous  . 2 


UNSATISFACTORY  SAMPLES:  38 


Jam 

Affected  by  mould*  Manufacturers  cautioned. 


1 

2 

3 

1 


7 


Beefsteak  and  Kidney  Pie 

Contaminated  by  mould*  Manufacturers  cautioned* 


Beefsteak  and  Kidney  Pie 


Contained  piece  of  vegetable*  Manufacturers  cautioned* 

Bread  Roll 

Contained  a matchstick  which  was  not  baked  in  the  roll* 
Source  of  contamination  unascertained* 

Date  and  Walnut  Cake 

Contained  a 1-g4'  iron  nail*  At  Faversham  Magistrates  Court 
on  29th  November,  1972,  fined  £10,  and  £3  costs  for  selling  not  of  the 
substance  demanded* 


Milk 

Contained  a piece  of  twisted  wire,  believed  to  have  been 
inserted  malicously.  Dairy  cautioned* 


Bread 


Dough  soiled  by  iron  and  mineral  oil*  Bakers  cautioned 


UNSOUND  POOD 


The  various  foodstuff  condemned  during  the  year  as  unfit  for 
human  consumption  were  as  follows 

FRUIT 


264  trays  Spanish  Melons 
3204  boxes  Water  Melons 
28  trays  Cape  Pears 

1387  trays  South  African  Avocado  Pears 

69  trays  Italian  Peaches 

181  trays  Spanish  Grapes 

37  cartons  Israeli  Grapefruit 

216  lbs*  Australian  Apples 

31  bulk  bins  N*Z*  Apples 

31  tons,  16  cwt,  24  lbs  N.Z  Apples 

162  cartons  French  Peaches 


VEGETABLES 

77  trays  Cucumbers 

403  cartons  American  Radishes 

296  trays  Spanish  Beans 

158  cartons  Dutch  Carrots 

769  nets  Cyprus  Carrots 

204  nets  Israeli  Onions 

20  trays  Spanish  Aubergines 

73  lbs*  various  frozen  vegetables 

FISH  AND  MEAT 

66i  lbs . Ox  Beef 

168  lbs • Boneless  English  Beef 

5 lbs • Smoked  Bacon 
1 stone  Herrings 

6 lbs*  Smoked  Haddock 

MISCELLANEOUS 

4356  pkts*  various  frozen  foods 
921  pkts • various  Ice  Cream 
876  tins  various  foods 
32  jars  various  foods 
170  pkts • various  foods 
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SECTION  VIII 


General  Public  Health  Works 


Infectious  Diseases 

The  reported  cases  of  infectious  disease  in  1972  was  6 as 
compared  with  24-8  in  1971>  quite  a remarkable  reduction. 

4 visits  were  made  to  follow  up  notifications  where  it  was 
considered  necessary  to  do  so. 


Offensive  Trades 

In  January  the  Council  refused  to  renew  the  ''Consent  to  Operate" 
in  respect  of  one  of  the  bone  boiling  plants  at  Oare  Creek.  On 
appeal  the  decision  was  upheld  by  the  Iviagistrates  Court.  As  the 
hoof  and  horn  factory  also  closed  down  there  is  only  one  offensive 
trade  factory  remaining  in  operation  for  the  cooking  of  bones. 


Licenced  Premises 

11  inspections  were  made  of  licenced  premises  but  only  minor 
matters  were  found  to  need  attention. 


Petroleum 

All  the  premises  at  which  petroleum  or  petroleum  products  are 
stored  were  inspected  before  licences  were  renewed.  These 
inspections  were  carried  out  in  conjunction  with  the  Fire  Prevention 
Officer  of  the  Fire  Brigade. 

Pet  Animal  Act , 1951 

2 premises  are  licenced  in  the  Borough  for  the  purposes  of 
keeping  pet  animals  fcr  sale. 
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OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 


The  following  table  indicates  the  overall  position  of 
premises  which  are  at  present  registered  in  the  Borough. 


TABIE  XIX 


Premises  reg. 
during  year 

Total  reg.  at 
end  of  year 

No. receiving 

general 

inspection 

No.  of 

persons 

employed 

Offices 

2 

38 

21 

324 

ixetail  Shops 

1 

96 

54 

359 

Wholesale  Shops, 
Warehouses 

— 

5 

1 

10 

Cat  er ing 
Establishment  s 

5 

5 

7 

Canteens 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Fuel  Storage 

Depots 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Total 

4 

143 

82 

703 

TOTAL 

MALES 

338 

TOTAL 

FEMALES 

365 

In  all  sane  227  visits  were  made  to  registered  premises  for  the 
purposes  of  enforcing  the  provisions  of  the  Act. 

Owners  and  occupiers  have  again  responded  in  an  encouraging  way  to 
notices  requiring  work  to  be  carried  out. 
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RODENT  AND  INFESTATION  CONTROL 


During  the  year  8 premises  were  treated  for  bed  bug 
infestat  ions. 

8 wasps  nests  were  eradicated  and  a swarm  of  bees  on  school 
premises  was  dealt  with  as  a matter  of  urgency.  School  canteens 
were  also  treated  for  ant  infestations. 

A sewer  treatment  for  rat  infestations  was  carried  out  covering 
three  areas  in  the  town. 


table  xx 


TYPE  OP  I 

Non  Agricultural 

’R0PE1TY 

Agricultural 

Properties  other  than 
sewers 

(l)  No.  of  properties  in  district 

6319 

64 

(2)  A.  Total  number  of  properties 
(and  nearby  premises) 
inspected  following 
notification 

242 

1 

B.  Number  infested  by  (i)rats 

152 

1 

(ii)mice 

90 

- 

(3)  A.  Total  number  of  properties 
k inspected  for  rats  and  mice  for 

reasons  other  than  notification 

69 

B.  Number  infested  by  (i)rats 

41 

- 

( ii)mice 

31 

— 
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SECTION  IX 


HOUSING 


1.  HOUSES  IN  CLEARANCE  AREAS  AND  UNFIT  HOUSES  ELSE77HERE 
( a ) Houses  demolished 


No.®  of  houses  No*  of  separate 

dwellings 


In  Clearance  Are ajs 

1.  Unfit  for  human  habitation  - - 

2.  Included  by  reason  of  bad  arrangement 

3*  On  land  acquired  under  Section  43(2) 

Housing  Act  1937 

Not  in  Clearance  Areas 

4*  As  a result  of  formal  or  informal 
procedure  under  Section  l?(l) 

Housing  Act  1937 

3*  Local  Authority  owned  houses 

certified  unfit  by  medical  Officer 

of  Health  3 3 

6*  Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation 
where  action  has  been  taken  under 

Local  Acts  - - 

7*  Houses  included  in  unfitness  orders 
made  under  Para  2 of  the  second 
schedule  to  the  Land  Compensation 

Act  1961  - - 

8*  Number  of  separate  dwellings 

included  above  which  were  previously 
reported  as  closed  in  purusance  of 

closing  orders  or  undertakings  - - 
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(b )  Unfit  Houses  Closed 


No.  of  Houses 


9.  Under  Sections  16(a),  17(1  )* 
and  35(l)  Housing  Act  1957 

and  Section  2 6 Housing  Act  1961  A 

10.  Under  Section  17(3)  and  2 6 

Housing  Act  1957  - 

11.  Parts  of  buildings  closed  under 

Section  18,  Housing  Act  1957  - 


(c )  Number  of  Families  and  Persons  Displaced 


No*  of  Separate 
Dwellings 


4 


No.  of  Families  No.  of  persons 


12.  From  houses  to  be  demolished 

in  or  adjoining  clearance  areas 

13*  From  houses  to  be  demolished 

not  in  or  adjoining  clearance  areas 

14,  From  houses  to  be  closed 

15*  From  parts  of  buildings  to  be 
cl  os  ed 

(d)  Unfit  Houses  made  fit 

16 • After  informal  action  by  Local 
Authority  - by  owner 

17*  After  formal  notice  under  Sections 
9 and  16  Housing  Act  1957 

(a)  by  owner 

(b)  by  local  authority 


k 7 

2 A 


No.  of  Houses 


2 


18*  After  formal  notice  under  Public 
Health  Acts 

19 • Previously  included  in  a clearance 
order  which  ha3  been  or  will  be 
modified  or  revoked  under  Section 
2 A Housing  Act  19 6l 
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(d)  Unfit  Houses  made  fit  - continued 


No.  of  Houses 


20.  Previously  included  in  a demolition 

order  which  has  been  or  will  be  - 

revoked  under  Section  24  Housing 
Act  1957 

21.  Previously  included  in  a closing 
order  which  has  been  or  will 

be  determined  under  Section  27  - 

Housing  Act  1957 

(e)  Houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 
(other  than  unfit  houses  made  fit)  _ 

22.  After  formal  notice  under  public 

Health  Acts  - 

23*  After  formal  action  under  Section 
9(la)  Housing  Act  1957 

(a)  by  owner  - 

(b ) by  local  authority  - 

2 A*  After  informal  action  by  local 

authority  29 


2.  A PLICATIONS  FOR  _I [/PR 0T IE MEN T AND  CONVERSION  GRANTS 

105  schemes  were  submitted  and  approved,  for  which  £60,87 4 (£54*386) 
was  approved  for  grant  under  the  discretionary  scheme. 

16  standard  grant  schemes  were  approved  to  a total  cost  of  £2,2 45 
(£3,183) 


Figures  in  brackets  refer  to  Grants  in  1971 


14  ax^pli cations  were  received  for  Provisional  or  Qualification 
Certificates,  8 certificates  were  issued. 
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PROVISION  OF  HOUSES 


The  following  table  shows  the  nunber  of  houses  built  each 
year  since  1950. 


YEAR 

COUNCIL 

HOUSES  FLATS 

POLICE 

HOUSES 

PRIVATE 

ENTERPRISE 

TOTAL 

1950 

61 

11 

72 

1951 

80 

- 

2 

8 

90 

1952 

66 

- 

- 

7 

73 

1953 

60 

- 

- 

10 

70 

1954 

72 

- 

5 

3 

80 

1955 

80 

- 

- 

8 

88 

1956 

52 

- 

- 

5 

57 

1957 

62 

- 

- 

24 

86 

1958 

42 

- 

- 

26 

68 

1959 

52 

- 

- 

11 

63 

I960 

38 

- 

- 

41 

79 

1961 

26 

- 

- 

76 

102 

1962 

14 

- 

— 

102 

116 

1963 

22 

- 

- 

61 

83 

1964 

31 

- 

- 

35 

66 

1965 

- 

- 

- 

135 

135 

1966 

20 

- 

- 

148 

168 

1967 

10 

- 

- 

94 

104 

1968 

23 

- 

- 

114 

137 

1969 

14 

- 

- 

103 

117 

1970 

- 

- 

- 

48 

48 

1971 

- 

8 

- 

36 

44 

1972 

— 

27 

— 

47 

74 

TOTALS 

825 

35 

7 

1153 

2020 
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SECTION  X 


FACTORY  ADMINISTRATION 


Particulars  in  respect  of  Factory  administration  are  shewn  in 
the  form  prescribed  by  the  Minister,  as  follows: - 


PART  I OF  THE  ACT 


1.  INSPECTION  for  the  purpose  of  provision  as  to  health. 


PREMISES 

Number  on 
Register 

Nil 

Inspections 

'IBER  OF 
Written 
Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(l)  Factories  in  which 
Sec.l,2,3»4  & 6 are 
to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authority 

6 

2 

(2)  Factories  not 

included  in  (l)  in 
which  Sec. 7 is 
enforced  by  Local 
Authority 

90 

18 

3 

(3)  Other  premises  in 
which  Sec. 7 is 
enforced  by  Local 
Authority  (including 
out -wor k er  s premises) 

2 

2 

_ 

TOTALS 

98 

22 

3 

' 
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2,  CASES  in  which  defects  were  found: - 


PARTICULARS 

Pound 

Remedied 

Referred 

to  H.M.  | by  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l. ) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Over crowding  ( S . 2 . ) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable 

Temperature  (S.3») 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drainage 

of  floors  (S.6.) 

— 

- 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7«) 

(a)  Insufficient 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

3 

3 

- 

2 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences  against  the 

Act  (not  including  offences 
relating  to  outv/ork) 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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PART  VIII  OP  THE  ACT 


OUTWORK 


Nature 

of 

"Work 

Nos.  of 
workers  in 
August  list 

Nos.  of  cases 
of  default  in 
sending  list 

Nos.  of 
prosecutions 
for  failing 
to  supply  list 

No.  of 
instances 
work  in 
unwholesome 
premises 

Not  ice  s 
served 

Pros- 

ecutions 

Wearing 

Apparel 

making 

etc. 

2 

All 

others 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Totals 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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SECTION  XI 


FAVERSHAM  PORT  HEALTH  AUTHORITY 


There  has  been  no  alteration  during  the  year  in  the  area  of 
the  port  which  for  the  sanitary  administration  is  divided  into  two 
sections:  vis  (a)  the  Eastern  Section  (Faversham  Creek),  and  (b) 
the  Western  Section  (Milton  Creek). 


SECTION  1 


No  change 


SECTION  II 


Ships  from 

Number 

Tonnage 

Inspected 

MO.  H.  P.H.I. 

Number  of  ships 
reporting  disease 
aboard  during 
vo.vage 

(I)  EASTERN  SECTION 

(a)  Coastwise 

35 

2323 

3 

Nil 

(b)  Foreign 

(c)  Lighters  and 

63 

8280 

7 

Nil 

Barges 

— 

— 

- 

Nil 

(2)  WESTERN  SECTION 
(a)  Coastwise 

256 

26151 

5 

Nil 

(b)  Foreign 

(c)  Lighters  and 

7 

810 

2 

Nil 

Barges 

— 

— 

- 

Nil 

TOTALS 

361 

37564 

- -77 

Nil 
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Section  III  - Character  of  Shipping  and  Trade  during;  the  year 

(1)  Passenger  Traffic  Nil 

(2)  Cargo  Traffic: 

(a)  EASTERN  SECTION 

Principal  Imports  Fertilizers  and  Maize 

Principal  Exports Nil 

(b)  WESTERN  SECTION: 

Principal  Imports  Sand  and  Ballast 

Principal  Exports  Nil 

(3)  Principal  Ports  from  which  Ships  arrive: 

(a)  EASTERN  SECTION 

Coastwise  Thames  Estuary 

Foreign  Near  Continent 

(b)  WESTERN  SECTION: 

Coastwise Thames  Estuary 

Foreign  Nil 

Section  IV  - Inland  Traffic 

Nil 

Section  V - "Water  Supply 

No  change 

Section  VI  - Public  Health  (Ships  Regulations)  1952 

No  change 

Section  VII  - Smallpox 


No  change 


Section  VIII  - Venereal  Disease 


No  change 


- Cases  of  notifiable  and  other  infectious  diseases 
dealt  with  during  the  year 


Section  XI  - Measures  taken  against  ships  infected  with  _or 
suspected  of  'plague 

Nil 

Section  XII  - Measures  against  rodents  on  ships_ jTrom  foreign 
Nil 

Section  XIII  ~ Inspections  of  ships  for  nuisance 
No  nuisances  were  found  on  ships  during  the  year 
Section  XIV  - Public  Health  (Shellfish  Regulations) 

No  change 

Section  XV  - Medical  Inspection  of_Ali&ns 
No  change 

- Arrangements  for  burial  on  shore  of  persons  who  have 
Led  on  hoard  from  infectious  disease 


Nil 
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Appendix 


H Alt 


Readings  recorded  at  Borough  Sewage  Works 

for  1972 


Rainfall  1 

1971 

inches) 

1972 

Temperature  (< 
Maximum 

1971  1972 

legrees  F. ) 
Minimum 

1971  1972 

January 

2.5 

2.7 

52 

49 

20 

20 

February 

.65 

1.75 

55 

52 

26 

26 

March 

2.2 

1.55 

58 

64 

24 

26 

April 

1.45 

1.7 

74 

61 

28 

36 

May 

1.95 

1 

72 

72 

30 

34 

June 

4.35 

1.25 

76 

76 

42 

38 

July 

1.5 

1.6 

82 

79 

40 

46 

August 

2.9 

.85 

81 

78 

42 

42 

September 

.65 

2.7 

75 

70 

38 

36 

October 

2.1 

.45 

71 

60 

29 

28 

November 

1.95 

1.95 

58 

58 

24 

32 

December 

.9 

2.75 

52 

56 

25 

26 

23.IO 

20.25 
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Appendix  "Bi! 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  D.  PARTI  IITT  - VISITS, 

PUBLIC  ICALTH 

Complaints  re  Houses 65 

Other  Complaints..* 59 

Re-visits  follov/ing  complaints 50 

Port  Health 7 

Off en  s ive  Trade 98 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds... 7 

Hop  Picker’s  Camps  and  Farms 1 

Atmospheric  Pollution 22 

Noise  Ive stigat  ions 33 

Schools....... 1 

Places  of  Entertainment 2 

Outworkers 2 

Later  Supply - 

Drainage 179 

Shops  ( non  Foods ) 18 

Infectious  Diseases 4 

HOUSING 

Housing  Acts 312 

Re-visits 34 

Miscellaneous  Visits. 4 

Verminous  premises 12 

Qualification  Certificates 29 

Grant  Applications 9 

FOOD  PR  FISAS 

Bakers  and  Confectioner 3 

Butchers 3 

Canteens.  1 

Dairies  and  Milk  Distributors 4 

Fishmongers  and  Poulterers. 3 

Fried  Fish  Shops 2 

Food  Preparation  Premises 1 

Grocers. ..••••••...• 7 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers. 2 

Market  Stalls 3 

Hotels,  Restaurants,  Snack  Bars. 4 

Licensed  Premises. ...••.••• 11 

Clubs - 

School  Kitchens. •••••. - 

'Thole  salers 7 

Food  Factories 1+6 

Miscellaneous  Food  Premises 20 

Containers 119 
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FACTORIES 

With  Power , . . 2 

Non-power. 1 8 

Workplaces. 2 

GENERAL 

Rat,  mouse  and  insect  complaints.... 3&5 

Wasps  Nests 8 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act 227 

Petroleum  Inspections. 94 

Int  erviews 108 

SATPL-S. 

Water  ( in  eluding  swimming  baths) 9 


) 


! 

...  - -j 

O.S. 

& R. 
Act 

Public 

Health 

Act 

. Housing 

Act 

i 

Shops 

Act 

! 

. 

Fact- 

ories 

Act 

. 

Food 

.flyg. 

Regs. 

Pet.  1 
Act  | 

Informal  Notices  served 

31 

f ■ ■ 

3 

2 

i 

17 

Informal  Notices  complied 
with 

- 

29 

; 

_ 

3 

2 

i 

17  ; 

Statutory  Notices  served 

- 

6 

i 

i 

- 

Statutory  Notices  complied 

i 

; 

i 

! 

i 

with 

' 

6 

i 

' | 
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APPENDIX  “CM 


REPORT  ON  NOISE  COMPLAINT  - Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 


In  a letter  dated  the  6th  May,  1972  addressed  to  the  Town  ^lerk 
Councillor  Burbidge  asked  the  Council  to  consider  complaints  he  had 
received  about  the  high  level  of  noise  arising  from  commercial  operations 
at  East  Kent  Packers  premises  at  Bysing  hood  Road.  These  complaints  were 
considered  by  the  Members  of  the  Planning  and  Development  Committee  and 
I was  subsequently  instructed  to  make  an  investigation  and  submit  this 
report  to  the  Health  and  Housing  Committee. 

It  was  alleged,  and  my  invest  igations  confirm  this,  that  the 
noise  giving  rise  to  the  complaints  comes  from  a number  of  sources  rather 
than  one  particular  one. 

These  sources  can  bo  broadly  categorised  as  follows 

1.  Vehicular  traffic 

2.  Air  curtain  doors 

3.  General  background  noise 


1.  VEHICULAR  TRAFPIC 

As  well  as  an  in  and  out  flow  to  and  from  the  site  by  heavy  duty 
vehicles  there  is  an  internal  movement  such  as  the  loading  and  unloading 
operations  by  fork  lift  trucks. 

The  movement  to  and  from  these  premises  is  of  course  essential 
to  the  continuing  operations  of  this  Company.  The  buildings  on  site  are 
purpose  made  for  the  temperature  controlled  storage,  grading,  inspection 
and  packing  of  fruit  and  vegetables. 

As  well  as  English  produce  the  Company  is  involved  in  the  handling 
of  vast  quantities  of  foreign  produce  imported  for  consumption  in  this 
country. 

Vehicles  will  normally  only  arrive  at,  or  leave,  the  depot  between 
the  hours  of  6 a.m.  and  9 p.m.  The  flow  is  intermittent  and  it  has  been 
observed  that  there  are  often  long  periods  during  the  day  when  no  movement 
takes  place. 

The  depot  is  being  extended  in  a westerly  direction  at  the 
present  time  by  the  addition  of  storage  chambers  and  another  temperature 
controlled  tunnel.  As  this  additional  storage  capacity  will  be  utilised 
to  the  full  there  must  be  an  increase  of  vehicular  activity. 

The  traffic  flow  within  the  depot  is  controlled  by  a one  way 
system.  The  roadway  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  site  runs  between  the 
outside  wall  of  the  existing  tunnel  and  adjoins  the  public  footpath  and 
gardens  of  the  Bilton  Estate.  Vehicles  do  at  times  remain  stationary 
along  this  road way  while  queued  up  for  unloading  operations  at  a point 
further  round  the  site,  unshecting  may  take  place  while  vehicles  are 
stopped  fer  this  reason. 
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2.  AIR  CURTAIN  DOORS 


At  the  eastern  end  of  the  present  buildings  there  is  a tunnel 
running  in  a south  to  north  direction.  As  well  as  providing  access  to 
cold  storage  chambers  the  tunnel  acts  as  a temperature  controlled 
storage  area.  In  order  to  hold  and  stabilize  the  temperature  in  the 
tunnel  to  about  45  F it  is  necessary  to  provide  air  doors  to  come  into 
operation  when  the  main  insulated  doors  have  to  be  opened  for  access 
purposes.  Pedestrians  can  gain  access  to  the  tunnel  throqgh  small  doors 
which  do  not  operate  the  switches  controlling  the  air  doors. 

The  mechanical  apparatus  installed  to  provide  the  curtain  of 
air  consists  of  a fan  operated  by  an  electric  motor,  and  trunking 
running  along  the  top  of  the  door  opening.  The  apparatus  is  fitted 
externally  on  the  north  and  south  ends  of  the  building  at  an  approximate 
height  of  6 metres.  A curtain  of  air  is  blown  do  nwards  from  slots  in 
the  trunking. 

The  build  up  of  the  fan  speed  is  created  by  a two  stage  electric 
motor  and  during  the  build  up  period  there  is  a penetrating  noise  of 
rapidly  increasing  frequency.  Once  the  speed  is  attained  the  noise 
becomes  less  objectionable. 

It  was  found  by  use  of  a noise  meter  that  the  noise  coming  fhom 
the  two  doors  was  net  the  same.  The  noise  level  of  the  south  door  was 
5 db  higher  than  the  other  one. 

3.  BACKGROUND  NOISE 

Although  the  general  background  noise  is  at  a modest  level 
several  points  of  origin  can  be  identified.  It  should  be  stressed  that 
on  any  commercial  premises  of  a similar  nature  there  will  always  be 
some  background  noise. 

A«  THE  LAW  OF  NOISE 

Althoqgh  aii  assessment  of  any  noise  can  be  made  by  the  taking 
of  readings  on  a noise  meter  it  must  be  understood  that  there  are  no 
legal  limits  to  refer  to.  Comparative  figures  are  set  out  in  the 
attached  chart  issued  by  the  Noise  Abatement  Society. 

The  question  of  whether  or  not  a noise  constitutes  a nuisance 
is  a matter  of  opinion.  The  Noise  Abatement  Aot,  I960,  provides  that  a 
noise  can  be  a statutory  nuisance  within  the  provisions  of  the  Public 
Health  Act  1936.  In  the  absence  of  a legal  definition  reference  must  be 
made  to  case  law  and  the  following  might  be  quoted  - "an  inconvenience 
materially  interfering  with  the  ordinary  comfort,  physically,  of  human 
existence,  not  merely  according  to  elegant  or  dainty  modes  of  living, 
but  according  to  plain  and  sober  and  simple  notions  among  the  English 
people"  (definition  of  nuisance  case  law  1851). 

In  addition  to  the  local  authority  three  or  more  occupiers  of 
land  who  are  aggrieved  may  make  application  to  a court  of  summary 
jurisdiction  for  a nuisance  order. 
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Noise  from  motor  vehicles  is  controlled  by  the  Motor  Vehicle 
(Construction  and  use)  Regulations  1969* 


5.  NOISE  METER  READINGS  WITH  AIR  DOORS  OPERATING- 


North  door  South  door 


At  ground  level  immediately  beneath 
fan  motor 

Adjacent  to  boundary  fence  opposite  doors 

At  points  where  comer  of  building 
provided  a barrier 

Typical  reading  from  centre  of  gardens  in 
private  houses  adjacent  to  the  depot 

In  bedrooms  nearest  to  the  air  door 

(a)  windows  closed 

(b)  small  windows  open 

(c)  both  windows  open 

In  bedroom  fitted  with  double  glazing  for 
heat  preservation 


73-75 

78-80 

65 

69 

55 

59 

61-62 


38-42 

44-48 

51-52 

35 


(all  readings  recorded  in  decibels) 


6.  GENERAL  OBSERVATIONS 

It  is  difficult  to  understand  why  an  area  was  designated  for 
residential  purposes  on  the  Town  Map  when  it  would  abut  onto  a general 
industrial  area  in  which  industry  was  already  in  existence,  including 
an  iron  foundry. 

It  is  inevitable  that  with  the  close  proximity  of  residential 
premises  to  the  industrial  units  some  people  will  be  aggrieved  by  noise 
and  in  some  places  by  dust  pollution.  If  firms  prosper  and  expand  then 
by  the  very  nature  of  the  operations  taking  place  the  situation  will  be 
aggravated.  It  must  be  recorded  that  not  all  the  people  in  the  noise 
area  consider  that  the  noise  level  is  high  enough  to  warrant  complaints 
being  made. 

The  only  way  the  noise  problem  could  be  completely  abated  would 
be  for  the  firm  in  question  to  cease  operations  and  this  of  course  is 
utterly  inconceivable.  It  must  be  accepted  that  some  noise  will  arise 
from  this  depot  but  provided  everything  is  done  to  keep  this  down  to 
a reasonable  level  and  the  operations  are  restricted  to  reasonable  hours 
then  some  form  of  compromise  will  bo  achieved. 

In  discussions  with  the  management  of  East  Kent  Packers  I have 
found  that  there  is  a sense  of  responsibility  on  the  part  of  the 
Company  to  keep  the  noise  level  down  to  a minimun  as  far  as  it  is 
practicable  having  regard  to  the  scope  of  their  commercial  operations. 
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7.  KECOMrWI&TI  ONS 


Having  already  stated  that  the  noise  cannot  entirely  be 
eliminated  I have  two  recommendations  which  I consider  might  reduce 
the  transient  and  general  noise  levels: - 

1.  At  the  present  time  the  roadway  along  the  eastern 
boundary  of  the  depot  is  used  partly  for  storage 
purposes.  Hundreds  of  empty  bulk  bins  are  kept 
along  the  roadway  also  various  pieces  of  equipment. 

The  flow  of  vehicular  traffio  is  impeded  and  congestion 
and  disruption  of  movement  occurs.  If  the  roadway 

was  not  used  for  storage  purposes  I consider  that 
transient  noise  in  this  particular  area  would  be 
reduced. 

2.  The  motors  and  fans  of  the  air  curtain  doors  have  no 
noise  baffles  fitted.  The  company  have  already  agreed 
to  carry  out  some  experimental  baffling  so  that  further 
noise  meter  readings  can  be  taken  in  order  to  ascertain 
whether  a permanently  fitted  baffling  system  would  reduce 
the  noise  from  this  source. 
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APPENDIX  "D" 


SLUMS  AM)  OLDER  HOUSING  - AN  OVERALL  STRATEGY 

In  Circular  50/72  dated  the  25th  Pay,  1972,  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Environment  requested  local  authorities  to  take  action  as 
follows : - 

(a)  to  take  the  steps  necessary  to  ascertain  the  age,  condition 
and  tenure  of  the  present  housing  stock,  both  public  and 
private  in  the  district;  and  to  set  against  this  their 
assessment  of  housing  need  in  their  area,  in  particular  the 
needs  and  wishes  of  those  now  living  in  slums  and  older  houses; 

(b)  in  the  light  of  this  information  to  revi ew  existing  plans  for 
dealing  with  unsatisfactory  housing  and  if  they  have  not  done 
so  already?  to  draw  up  a strategy  for  the  clearance  or 
improvement  of  this  housing  by  19o0,  if  not  before; 

(c)  to  inform  him  of  the  present  state  of  their  older  housing 
stock  and  of  local  housing  need  to  provide  an  outline  of  the 
strategy  to  be  followed  in  dealing  with  it; 

(d)  to  inform  him  of  practical  constraints  which  stand  in  the  way 
of  achieving  the  objective,  and  to  put  to  him  any  suggestions 
for  improving  present  procedures,  including  any  relating  to 
particular  problems  in  their  districts,  which , in  their  view, 
would  make  for  more  rapid  progress. 

The  information  as  to  local  conditions  is  requested  as  soon  as 
available  and  in  any  case  not  later  than  the  1st  October,  1972,  it  is 
to  be  sent  to  the  Regional  Office  of  the  Department, 

It  would  not  be  possible  in  the  time  available  to  inspect  all  the 
houses  in  the  Borough,  so  a survey  has  been  carried  out  on  selected 
24A  premises  and  figures  have  been  calculated  on  a percentage  basis  to 
give  the  following  table  of  estimates. 


Nunber  of  dwellings 
Owned  by  local  Other 

authority  or  new  town  ownership 


A.  ESTIMATES  OF  CONDITION  OF 
HOUSING  STOCK  IN  MID  1972 


Unfit  dwellings 

1,  In  areas  already  declared  under 


Part  III  Housing  Act  1957 

NIL 

NIL 

2,  In  other  areas  to  be  declared 

under  Part  III  Housing  Act  1957 

NIL 

NIL 

3*  Not  in  Part  III  areas 

9 

20 

4«  Total  of  unfit  dwellings 

(Items  1 and  2 plus  3) 

9 

20 
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Number  of  dwellings 


Owned  by  local 
authority  or  new  town 

Other 

ownership 

b/fwd. 

9 

20 

Dwellings  not  unfit 

5.  Up  to  12  point  standard 

1150 

3660 

6.  Capable  of  improvemoit  to  12 
point  standard 

50 

730 

7.  Not  capable  of  improvement  to 
12  point  standard 

NIL 

NIL 

Total  dwellings  in  the  area 

(items  4 plus  5>  ^ and  7) 

1209 

4410 

It  is  apparent  that  there  is  no  real  slum  clearance  problem 
in  Paver  sham  and  therefore  there  is  no  need  for  any  programme.  The 
Council  deals  with  unfit  houses  as  and  when  necessary. 

The  Council  encourages  the  improvement  of  old  type  properties 
by  making  maximum  grants  to  the  owners. 

The  Council  has  approved  the  preparation  of  plans  for  new 
housing  which  will  deal  with  the  hard  core  of  applications  for  housing 
in  the  Borough. 
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